Pantheism in relation to Religion.         387
tion, which submits because it must, which bows not to love but to power, and which looks forward to the eternal loss of individual existence as the inevitable destination of man. The soul craves for union with God, and can have no healthy spiritual life except through union with Him; but the value, and even possibility of such union must depend not only on the disposition of man, but on the character of God. Pantheism, however, would divest God of character: it denies to Him self-consciousness, fatherly love, providential care, redeeming mercy: under pretence of exalting Him above all categories of thought and existence it reduces Him to the level of dead things, of necessary processes, of abstract ideas, or even to the still lower level of the unknowable and non-existent ; and it thereby leaves no room for that union with God in rational, pure, and holy love, which is the only basis, the grand distinction, the power, and the glory of true religion. It offers to enable us to realise better than any other theory the omnipresence of God, but it represents Him as in reality inaccessible either to intelligence or affection. It keeps the word of promise to the ear, but breaks it to the heart
History confirms what has just been said. It shows that pantheism can only find room for a religion of affectionate devotion by being untrue to its distinctive principles. The more consistent